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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH,  
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7719 River Rd, Townsend, TN 37882  

(865) 448-6070 
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Our Leadership Team:  

Rev. J.B. Shelton, Pastor 

Benjamin Messing, Lay Pastoral Associate 

Linda Sanchez, Office Manager 

Yvonne Peychal, Director of Liturgical Music 

Mary Garner, Director of Religious Education 

Kathleen Halligan, Bookkeeper (865-982-3672) 

Elizabeth Anderson, Hospitality Coordinator 

Martha Frink, Pro-Life Coordinator 

Suzy Smith, Social Media Coordinator 

Cam King, Council of Catholic Women 

Jason Smith, Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

Michael Garner, Master of Ceremonies 

Joanne Aylward, Webmaster  

John Peychal, Physical Facilities Supervisor   

Dante Bruno, Assistant Facilities Supervisor 

 

Please Pray for Our Vocations: 

Sr. Francesca Silver, FSE 

Abbé Christian Juneau  

 

Holy Mass: 

Saturday at 4pm 

Sunday at 9am 

Monday-Friday at 8:30am 

 

Solemn Benediction: 

First Fridays at 6pm 

 

Confessions: 

Saturday at 3:30pm 

Sunday at 8:30am 

 

Extraordinary Form (EF) Liturgy: 

Sung Mass Sunday at 11am 

Confessions Sunday at 10:30am 

 

New Parishioners: 

Please ask an usher for a registration form, and then place 

the completed form in the collection basket at Mass. 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests: Sick and recovering parishioners 

—Ivan & Maryann Ashworth, Sarah Hebert, Bill 

Strong, Hank Caruso, Donna Shafer, Sue Nichols, 

Jay F. DeCaire, Tom Cruice, Joe Rizzo, Ann Sorvillo, 

and Stella Sorvillo. 

            Please pray for friends and family members:  

Deeann Hinkle, Ronald Vick, Charlotte Graham, 

Brenda Gant, Lynne Nestor, Wayde DuBroc-Nestor, 

John Marschall, Luke Simons, Raymond+ & Rita 

Polak+, and Robert Sorvillo. 

          Please send Father Shelton monthly updates 

on sick relatives and friends.   

 

Mass Intentions: (“+” denotes deceased) Mon-

Jacob Bireta, Tue-Joseph Juneau, Wed-Henry 

Hollow, Thu-Frank A. Azzarello+, Fri-Poor Souls in 

Purgatory, Sat 4pm-Pro Populo, Sun 9am-Poor 

Souls in Purgatory, Sun 11am-Luke Juneau 

           To schedule a Mass intention (at least two 

weeks in advance), please contact Linda Sanchez at 

865-977-0999 or assisi1@comcast.net   The usual 

donation is $10.00 in this diocese. 

 

Parish Calendar:  Divine Mercy Chaplet—April 12th 

@ 3pm.  May Crowning—May 9th after 4pm Mass.  

Ascension Mass (EF only, OF transferred to 

Sunday)—May 14th @ 7pm.  Corpus Christi 

Procession—June 6th after 4pm Mass.  54th 

Anniversary of Dedication of SFA Church—June 

18th; Communal Rite of Penance and Reconciliation 

w/ adoration of Blessed Sacrament @ 5pm; parish 

social @ 6pm.  Requiem Mass for Daniel 

Hmielewski—June 29th @ 8:30am.      

 

Father Shelton:   Sister Francesca Silver, FSE, made 

her first profession of vows on Saturday before 

Holy Week. Sister Francesca (Mary Silver) was an 

active member of our parish (with a seat on the 

pastoral council), and a member of the nearby 

Tremont Institute staff, when she began her 

discernment with the Franciscan Sisters of the 
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Eucharist in 2011.  May God bless her and her 

community for many years to come.  

 

             Eastertide begins with an eight day feast 

called the “Octave of Easter”, which is meant to be 

one, continuous celebration.  Although we are 

usually obliged to do penance on Fridays, this 

coming Friday is not a penitential day, because it 

falls within the Easter Octave.  Next Sunday, the 

second Sunday of the Easter Octave, is called 

“Divine Mercy Sunday”, and we will gather to pray 

the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3pm.   

 

           I wish to thank Yvonne Peychal and the 

Divine Worship Committee for making the 

preparations for last week’s festivities.  I also thank 

Michael Garner for ably serving as Master of 

Ceremonies during the Sacred Triduum and Mary 

Garner for leading an impressive group of 

commentators in our Seven Last Words devotion.  

 

         I wish to thank Elizabeth Anderson and the 

Hospitality Committee for arranging our recent 

parish retreat.  I was impressed by the turnout, 

especially by the number of participants coming 

from surrounding parishes.       

 

From the Chancery:   Thank you to all who 

participated in the Year of Consecrated Life Art 

Contest.  The entries were amazing and inspiring.  

You can see all the art projects that were 

submitted on the Diocese of Knoxville website 

(Dioknox.org) soon.  The winners have been 

selected.  The winner from Kindergarten through 

2nd grade is Mary Zengel from Immaculate 

Conception.  The winner from 3rd through 5th 

grade is Sofia Filigenzi from St. Mary’s in Oak Ridge.  

The winner from 6th through 8th grade is Kailey 

Kear from St. John Neumann and the winner from 

9th through 12th grade is Rachel Howard from Our 

Lady of Perpetual Help.  What a fantastic job you all 

did!!  Each winner will be awarded a prize in an 

award ceremony on April 11th at the Chancery. 

 

The Following Jesus conference at KCHS and 

All Saints Church is free and will feature 

presentations by Curtis Martin, author, sought 

after speaker, Crossing the Goal co-host and CEO of 

the Fellowship of Catholic University Students and 

by Cardinal Timothy Dolan, who will also celebrate 

Mass for conference attendees. This event is open 

to everyone and all are welcome—but tickets are 

limited and registration is required.   

This conference will be spiritually uplifting 

and will help us reaffirm our commitment to follow 

Jesus at a time when our beliefs as Christians are 

continually challenged.  I urge young and old alike 

to consider attending.  Visit EventBrite.com. 

 

             Tickets for the “Conversation with the 

Cardinals” event on April 18 are selling quickly and 

the Tennessee Theatre informs us a sellout is 

realistic. All proceeds above expenses will go 

directly to our St. Mary’s Mobile Medical Clinic.  

This is sure to be an informative, entertaining and 

spiritual night—perhaps unlike any other in the 

history of our diocese and we want to be sure 

everyone has an opportunity to attend. 

 

 
 

 

Religious Education Committee:   On Sunday, April 

26, from about 10:00 to 10:30 there will be a 

parish-wide meeting to talk about our religious 

education program.  Please come and briefly 

introduce yourself and say a few words about the 

class that you offer, its purpose, and its 

importance. 

 

Physical Facilities:  There will be a Facilities 

Committee meeting on Thursday April 9th at 

6:00PM in the Parish Resource Center. Any parish 

member is invited to attend. If you have any 

concerns and cannot attend, please contact the 

Physical Facilities Supervisor to let him know your 

concerns. 
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                At the request of the Divine Worship 

Committee, Father Shelton has agreed to relocate 

the celebrant’s chair to the other side of the 

sanctuary so that the cantor can better follow the 

priest’s indications during Mass.  This means that 

the ambo will also have to be moved, with some 

rewiring for the microphone and adjustments to 

the handrails.  Tom Cruice has generously agreed 

to make these arrangements.  If you are able and 

willing to assist Tom, please let him know. 

 

Divine Worship:  Attention parishioners, I am 

looking for someone who gives piano lessons. If 

you know of anyone, kindly have them call me at 

865-774-7991. This is to benefit our Saturday 4 pm 

liturgy. Thank you, Yvonne. 

 

Hospitality Committee:  A huge “thank you” to 

Juan Hernandez and his wife Anna, for a very 

special Retreat titled, “A Walk through Holy Week” 

last Saturday, March 28th.  Juan beautifully took us 

to Jesus and Mary, stirring our hearts with tears 

and laughter for a time of spiritual growth that 

went all too fast.  At the end of the retreat, many 

of the thirty seven people who attended from St. 

Francis and 3 other Churches were asking when he 

could schedule another Retreat at St. Francis and if 

it could be for 2 days instead of one.   Also, thanks 

to the Hospitality Committee for the delicious food 

to enjoy during our breakfast and lunch time of 

sharing and greeting visitors.   

 

St. Vincent de Paul Society (865-312-0141): 

Alleluia, Christ is risen. As you celebrate this Easter 

season, please keep the Society of St. Vincent 

DePaul members and those we serve in your 

prayers. To make a donation, make a check payable 

to SVDP and place in the Poor Box. Your gift shows 

the poor the love of the Risen Lord. 

 

 
  

 

Easter Flowers:   A Special Thank You to all who 

donated to the Easter Flower Fund. Without your 

generosity our beautiful Easter arrangements 

would not have been possible; what a spectacular 

way to honor our risen Lord with such a wonderful 

sight to behold. --The Divine Worship Committee. 

 

 
 

Last Week’s Mass Participation: 203 in attendance, 

with donations of $1,847.00 to the parish general 

fund.  

Total Attendance for March: 762 

 

Collection Counters:  For 4/06/15, Sharon McKune, 

Kathy Davis, and Sharon Boudin. 

 

Bulletin Deadline:  All submissions are made 

directly to Father Shelton via email by Tuesday at 

noon.  Submissions are subject to editing for length 

and clarity. 

 

 
 

Before working with minors, all parish staff and 

volunteers must attend a “Protecting God’s 

Children” seminar, undergo a criminal background 

check and agree to follow all policies concerning 

the protection of minors from sexual abuse.  

Anyone who has actual knowledge of or who has 

reasonable cause to suspect an incident of sexual 

abuse should report such information to the   

appropriate civil authorities first, then to the 

bishop’s office, (865) 584-3307, or the diocesan 

victims’ assistance coordinator, Marla Lenihan, 

(865) 482- 1388. 


