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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH,  

DIOCESE OF KNOXVILLE 

 

7719 River Rd, Townsend, TN 37882  

(865) 448-6070 

stfrancistownsend@comcast.net 

stfrancistownsend.org 

 

Our Leadership Team:  

Rev. J.B. Shelton, Pastor 

Benjamin Messing, Lay Pastoral Associate 

Linda Sanchez, Office Manager 

Yvonne Peychal, Director of Liturgical Music 

Mary Garner, Director of Religious Education 

Kathleen Halligan, Bookkeeper (865-982-3672) 

Elizabeth Anderson, Hospitality Coordinator 

Martha Frink, Pro-Life Coordinator 

Suzy Smith, Social Media Coordinator 

Cam King, Council of Catholic Women 

Jason Smith, Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

Michael Garner, Master of Ceremonies 

Joanne Aylward, Webmaster  

John Peychal, Physical Facilities Supervisor   

Dante Bruno, Assistant Facilities Supervisor 

 

Please Pray for Our Vocations: 

Sr. Francesca Silver, FSE 

Abbé Christian Juneau  

 

Holy Mass: 

Saturday at 4pm 

Sunday at 9am 

Monday-Friday at 8:30am 

 

Solemn Benediction: 

First Fridays at 6pm 

 

Confessions: 

Saturday at 3:30pm 

Sunday at 8:30am 

 

Extraordinary Form (EF) Liturgy: 

Sung Mass Sunday at 11am 

Confessions Sunday at 10:30am 

 

New Parishioners: 

Please ask an usher for a registration form, and then place 

the completed form in the collection basket at Mass. 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests: Sick and recovering parishioners 

—Ivan & Maryann Ashworth, Sarah Hebert, Bill 

Strong, Hank Caruso, Donna Shafer, Sue Nichols, 

Jay F. DeCaire, Tom Cruice, Joe Rizzo, Ann Sorvillo, 

and Stella Sorvillo. 

            Please pray for friends and family members:  

Deeann Hinkle, Ronald Vick, Charlotte Graham, 

Brenda Gant, Lynne Nestor, Wayde DuBroc-Nestor, 

John Marschall, Luke Simons, Raymond+ & Rita 

Polak+, and Robert Sorvillo. 

          Please send Father Shelton monthly updates 

on sick relatives and friends.   

 

Mass Intentions: (“+” denotes deceased) Mon- 

Marie Theresa Azzarello+, Tue-No Daily Mass, 

Wed-Sister Francesca Silver, FSE, Thu-No Daily 

Mass, 6pm  Mass-Marcy Wright+, Fri-No Daily 

Mass, Sat 4pm-Poor Souls in Purgatory, Sun 9am-

Agnes Minnie Seyle+, Sun 11am- Pro Populo 

           To schedule a Mass intention (at least two 

weeks in advance), please contact Linda Sanchez at 

865-977-0999 or assisi1@comcast.net   The usual 

donation is $10.00 in this diocese. 

 

Parish Calendar:  Seven Last Words of Christ 

Meditation—April 1st @ 6pm.  Maundy Thursday 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper—April 2nd @ 6pm.  

Good Friday Commemoration of the Lord’s 

Passion—April 3rd @ 3pm.  Easter Vigil—April 4th 

@ 8:30pm.  May Crowning—May 9th after 4pm 

Mass.  Ascension Mass (EF only, OF transferred to 

Sunday)—May 14th @ 7pm.  Corpus Christi 

Procession—June 6th after 4pm Mass.  54th 

Anniversary of Dedication of SFA Church—June 

18th; Communal Rite of Penance and Reconciliation 

w/ adoration of Blessed Sacrament @ 5pm; parish 

social @ 6pm.  Requiem Mass for Daniel 

Hmielewski—June 29th @ 8:30am.      

 

Monthly Social:   No monthly social in April  
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Good Friday Collection:  Is the Pontifical Collection 

for the Holy Land. 

 

Second Collection:  Next weekend, April 4th & 5th, is 

for Diocesan Seminarian Education. 

 

Father Shelton:   Please plan to participate in our 

Holy Week devotion (Wednesday at 6pm) and in 

our three Sacred Triduum celebrations.  As for the 

Triduum, the Lord’s Supper, the Lord’s Passion, and 

the Lord’s Resurrection, although celebrated on 

over three days, are regarded as one, continual 

celebration.  

Please note that on Maundy Thursday 

(6pm), everyone should depart in silence, and on 

Good Friday (3pm), everyone should both arrive 

and depart in silence.  Therefore, please observe 

sacred silence at these times, both inside our 

buildings and in the parking lot.  Thank you.      

 Since the Easter Vigil must begin after dusk, 

we will start at 8:30pm this year. 

 

Last weekend you noticed the first of what 

will be many communications in our bulletin for 

the upcoming Home campaign. This is an exciting 

time for our parish and parishes throughout the 

diocese.  This campaign will have a tremendous 

impact on the needs of our parish while also 

enabling our vibrant and growing diocese to 

address the bright future of the Church in East 

Tennessee. 

Over the last few months, with the help of 

lay leadership at our parish and the diocese, we 

have identified our most pressing needs as a 

parish. We have chosen to address the following 

with our share of the funds raised through our 

upcoming Home campaign.  Our primary concern 

will be improved accessibility to and within the 

church, Shea Hall and the Parish Resource Center.  

Our secondary concern will be providing: a 

donation to a leprosarium (leper colony) in Ghana, 

a deficit buffer for our Checking Account, setting 

aside funds for local poverty relief, and increasing 

Savings Account reserves for our future needs. 

The campaign will be co-chaired by Ben 

Messing and Dave Anderson. Together, we have 

recruited a team of volunteers to assist with this 

important effort and to help prepare our campaign 

communication materials.  (Neither the co-chairs 

nor the other campaign volunteers will have any 

access to other parishioners’ giving history, 

campaign goals or amounts pledged or contributed 

to the campaign).  

We will be officially kicking off the Home 

campaign at Masses on April 18 and 19. Stay tuned 

for additional bulletin updates leading up to the 

kickoff! 

 

At this time, we are providing free 

advertising in our bulletin, as space allows.  By the 

end of spring we will have price information 

available for those wishing to pay for advertising.  

More information will be announced here.  

 

From the Chancery:   The Following Jesus 

conference at KCHS and All Saints Church is free 

and will feature presentations by Curtis Martin, 

author, sought after speaker, Crossing the Goal co-

host and CEO of the Fellowship of Catholic 

University Students and by Cardinal Timothy Dolan, 

who will also celebrate Mass for conference 

attendees. This event is open to everyone and all 

are welcome—but tickets are limited and 

registration is required.   

This conference will be spiritually uplifting 

and will help us reaffirm our commitment to follow 

Jesus at a time when our beliefs as Christians are 

continually challenged.  I urge young and old alike 

to consider attending.  Visit EventBrite.com. 

 

             Tickets for the “Conversation with the 

Cardinals” event on April 18 are selling quickly and 

the Tennessee Theatre informs us a sellout is 

realistic. All proceeds above expenses will go 

directly to our St. Mary’s Mobile Medical Clinic.  

This is sure to be an informative, entertaining and 

spiritual night—perhaps unlike any other in the 

history of our diocese and we want to be sure 

everyone has an opportunity to attend. 
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Physical Facilities:  There will be a Facilities 

Committee meeting on Thursday April 9th at 

6:00PM in the Parish Resource Center. Any parish 

member is invited to attend. If you have any 

concerns and cannot attend, please contact the 

Physical Facilities Supervisor to let him know your 

concerns. 

                At the request of the Divine Worship 

Committee, Father Shelton has agreed to relocate 

the celebrant’s chair to the other side of the 

sanctuary so that the cantor can better follow the 

priest’s indications during Mass.  This means that 

the ambo will also have to be moved, with some 

rewiring for the microphone and adjustments to 

the handrails.  Tom Cruice has generously agreed 

to make these arrangements.  If you are able and 

willing to assist Tom, please let him know. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Society (865-312-0141):  The 

Society of St. Vincent DePaul is looking to increase 

its membership. If you are looking to grow 

spiritually in friendship while serving others, please 

contact a member of the SVDP. You can call or 

email Sharon McKune, 850-3840 or 

tnmckune@aol.com or Suzy Smith, 582-1958 or 

suzygsmith@charter.net. Have a blessed Easter 

season. 

 
 

Divine Worship:  Attention parishioners, I am 

looking for someone who gives piano lessons. If 

you know of anyone, kindly have them call me at 

865-774-7991. This is to benefit our Saturday 4 pm 

liturgy. Thank you, Yvonne. 

 

Hospitality Committee:  The Hospitality Committee 

delivered the 28th "Welcome Basket" to John and 

Marie DeCaire on Friday, March 13th. Please stop 

in the Shea Hall to see their picture and read their 

biographies. "Welcome" John and Marie to our 

wonderful parish family! 

  

Easter Flowers:   Please consider donating to the 

Easter Flower Fund.  Your help is needed in order 

to decorate the altar and inside the church for this 

most holiest of seasons. You may place your 

offering in an envelope marked “Easter Flowers” 

and place it in the offertory basket at Mass.  Thank 

you, The Divine Worship Committee. 

 

 
 

Last Week’s Mass Participation: 146 in attendance, 

with donations of $1,446.00 to the parish general 

fund.  

 

Collection Counters:  For 3/30/15, Linda Sanchez, 

and Marcia Kuechle. 

 

Bulletin Deadline:  All submissions are made 

directly to Father Shelton via email by Tuesday at 

noon.  Submissions are subject to editing for length 

and clarity. 

 

 
 

Before working with minors, all parish staff and volunteers must 

attend a “Protecting God’s Children” seminar, undergo a criminal 

background check and agree to follow all policies concerning the 

protection of minors from sexual abuse.  Anyone who has actual 

knowledge of or who has reasonable cause to suspect an incident of 

sexual abuse should report such information to the   appropriate civil 

authorities first, then to the bishop’s office, (865) 584-3307, or the 

diocesan victims’ assistance coordinator, Marla Lenihan, (865) 482- 

1388. 


