
 

 

 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

 

 

 Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It 

The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers 

THANK YOU 

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin. 

I am patronizing your business because of it!!!! 

   
  

“No act of charity is foreign to the Society” 

7719 River Road 

Townsend, TN 37882 

(865) 312-0141 

svdptownsend@gmail.com 

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 

DIOCESE OF KNOXVILLE, TN 

stfrancistownsend@comcast.net      stfrancistownsend.org 
 

 
  March 20th, 2016, Palm Sunday of the Passion of The Lord 
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A PANORAMIC VIEW OF THE PASCHAL MYSTERIES   (Mar Munoz-Visoso) On Palm Sunday the liturgy offers a panoramic view of 

the mysteries that we will contemplate during Holy Week or Paschal Triduum: the institution of the Eucharist, the passion and death of the Lord, 

and the prediction of His Resurrection. 

          These rich Sunday readings include numerous phrases and expressions that have become part of the Sunday liturgy and other devotions. 

But, most of all, they reveal how each event of the Passion of Christ had been announced by the prophets in the Scriptures and by Christ 

himself, thus confirming that he was the One “who was to come.” 

          The reading during the Procession with Palms offers a stark contrast to the readings at Mass. Upon arriving at Jerusalem, Jesus is 

received with cries of joy and praise by the crowd that had come to believe and to have faith in Him as a prophet from God: “Hosanna to the Son 

of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

           “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee!” explain some to those who ask why the commotion. We can imagine the Twelve 

somehow confused and bewildered. The Master has been saying that his time of suffering is near, and is the reason for His coming to Jerusalem. 

However, for the moment, all is praise and welcome with cloaks and branches spread on his path where he rides a humble donkey.  

          But all of this stays behind as inside the Mass we focus on the moment when Christ will celebrate the Passover with his closest friends. 
First, Jesus leaves us the treasure of the Eucharist, how he wants us to remember him and make himself present to us. Then, we witness 

Judas’s betrayal, as he sells Jesus for money though he later regrets it.  We see betrayal by Peter, who rejects Jesus three times lest he suffer 

the same fate. The weakness of Peter and the other apostles is again exposed when they cannot stay awake and accompany Jesus in prayer in 

the Garden of Olives, despite his plea that they do so. Thus, it becomes clear that it is not out of merit or strength that Jesus has chosen them 

for the mission and that without Him and His Spirit they can do nothing. 

          In the garden, as on the cross, Jesus feels alone. His suffering is well reflected in the phrase of the psalm that he will shout later from the 

Cross: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” In his humanity, Jesus is tempted by doubt: You too, my God, have forsaken me? Does 

all of this suffering truly make sense? But Jesus draws strength from weakness and, in his final act of faith, he again gives himself to the Father: 

“Into your hands I commend my spirit.” 

          Finally, the Gospel points out that the story does not end here. The priests and Pharisees, knowing that he had said he would rise from the dead in 

three days, take every precaution to prevent anyone from stealing the body and claiming that Jesus has risen. Not only do they request guards, but they 

seal the entrance to the tomb. With this, the readings prepare us to realize on Easter Sunday that if the tomb is empty, it has not been the work of men.  

   May the Lord allow us to accompany him serenely during these Easter mysteries and may we emerge from them renewed in faith, hope and clarity. Amen. 

The Stations of the Cross began as the practice of pious pilgrims to Jerusalem 

who would retrace the final journey of Jesus Christ to Calvary. Later, for the 

many who wanted to pass along the same route, but could not make the trip to 

Jerusalem, a practice developed that eventually took the form of the fourteen 

stations currently found in almost every church.  Similarly, the 150 Hail Marys 

that were recited for the rosary were an adaptation of the medieval monastic 

practice of reciting the 150 psalms in the Psalter. 
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MONDAY 
MARCH 21st             8:30am  Poor Souls in Purgatory 

TUESDAY 
MARCH 22nd            8:30am   James Henry Mullins – Repose of His Soul 

WEDNESDAY  
MARCH 23rd              8:30am   No Mass 

 THURSDAY  
MARCH 24th          7:00pm   Holy Thursday – Mass of the Lords Supper  

FRIDAY 
MARCH 25th              

3:00pm   Stations of Cross 
6:30pm   Good Friday Service 

SATURDAY  
MARCH 26th   

8:15pm   Easter Vigil - Pro Populo (People of the Parish) 

SUNDAY 
MARCH 27th             

9:00am   Easter - Agnes Minnie Seyle – Repose of Her  
                 Soul 

Birthdays and Anniversaries:  
Please submit  announcements in advance to Emmanuel Nwadike 
via nwadike@pawa.com  
Bulletin Deadline:  Submissions are made to Emmanuel Nwadike via 
nwadike@pawa.com by Tuesday at noon.  Submissions should be brief, 
pre-edited, employ only standard capitalization and punctuation, and 
should not contain any emboldened or underlined words or phrases.  All 
submissions are subject to further editing for length and clarity.   

 

Prayer Requests:   Sick and recovering parishioners—Ivan & Maryann 
Ashworth, Sarah Hebert, Donna Shafer, Sue Nichols, Stella Sorvillo, 
Juanita Sanchez, Marilyn Janke, Lorraine Crawford, Russ Sorvillo,       
Bob Hood and Linda Sanchez.    
              Please pray for friends and family members:   John Marschall, 
Tim Thomason, and Shirley Keeven. 
                Prayers for friends and family members will be for a 30-day 
time period.  Please send your requests to Emanuel Nwadike via 
nwadike@pawa.com or 786-387-2200. 

OUR LEADERSHIP TEAM 
 

PRIEST: Rev. Jerry Daniels 
 

LAY PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: 

OFFICE MANAGER: 

DIRECTOR OF LITURGICAL MUSIC: 

BOOKKEEPER (865-982-3672): Kathleen Halligan 

HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR: Elizabeth Anderson 

PRO-LIFE COORDINATOR: Martha Frink 

SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR: JoAnne Aylward 

COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN: Cam King 

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: Jason Smith 

RCIA-RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS: Joyce Welsh 

WEBMASTER: JoAnne Aylward 

PHYSICAL FACILITIES SUPERVISOR: John Peychal 

ASSISTANT FACILITIES SUPERVISOR: Dante Bruno 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR VOCATIONS: 
Sister Francesca Silver, FSE 
 

 

 

Calling All Women Seeking Grace, Sowing Hope, and 
Sharing Mercy in Times Such as These:  The Knoxville 
Diocesan Council of Catholic Women is having its annual 
convention on April 14-16 at Holy Trinity in Jefferson City.  
Come spend a faith filled weekend with women from our 
diocese as we enjoy exciting speakers, celebrate Mass 
together, and experience an opportunity for fellowship.  
Contact Judy Collins, 423-639-0688, 
collinsj02@gmail.com;  Pat Duda, 423-231-2613, 
patduda@charter.net; or Anne Wharton, 865-850-2222, 
5rivccw@gmail.com for info about hotel arrangements 
and convention.  Convention registration forms are 
available online at http://www.kdccw.org. 
  

Rosary for Life and 40 Days for Life 
Beginning Ash Wed, Feb 10, you are invited to participate in 
our diocesan 40 Days for Life vigil of prayer as a witness of 
hope across the street from the Knoxville Planned 
Parenthood Clinic. Please join us in giving a peaceful, 
prayerful witness to the Gospel of Life from 7am – 5 pm each 
day and from 5-7pm in front of the Blessed 
Sacrament.  Please visitwww.dioknox.org for further 
information and direct your questions to Paul Simoneau.                                                              
psimoneau@dioknox.org or Lisa Morris  lccte@bellsouth.net 
 

St. Francis will join in with CCW on Feb. 15th or Our Lady of Fatima on 

March 3rd or March 10th. Go pray for a couple of hours. Martha 
Frink 

 
 

 

HOLY MASS: 
Saturday at 4pm 
Sunday at 9am 
Monday-Friday at 8:30am 
First Saturday at 9:00am 
CONFESSIONS: 
Saturday at 3:00pm – 3:40pm 
Sunday at 8:15am – 8:40am 
Or by Request to Priest. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS: 
Please ask an usher for a registration form, and then place the 
completed form in the collection basket at Mass.  

 

Mass Intentions 

Altar Flowers:   

 If you would like to make a donation for altar flowers, please 

contact Yvonne Peychal at Yvonne.peo@comcast.net or 865-

774-7991. The donation amount is $35.00 which covers flowers 

for 2 weeks 

  
 
  

The Council of Catholic Women (CCW) at St. Francis 

of The St. Francis of Assisi Council of Catholic Women will host 

the Smoky Mountain Deanery Spring General Session Meeting 

and Luncheon on Monday, March 21, from 9:30 AM to 2:00 

PM in Shea Hall.  

         A business meeting will be held followed by Holy Mass at 

11:00 AM; a buffet lunch (cost - $10) will be served at noon 

followed by programs presented by Susan Unbehaun from the 

Ladies of Charity and Fr. Jerry     Daniels who will speak on the 

Year of Mercy.   

To register for this event, please email Cam King at 

camcabin@comcast.net.  

 

WE 

HOPE 

YOU 

ENJOYED 

READING 

OUR 

BULLETIN. 

See you Next Week! 

Mass Intentions:      To schedule a Mass intention (at least two weeks 
in advance), please contact Father Jerry Daniels at 865-448-6070.   The 
usual donation is $10.00 in this diocese. 

 

Hospitality Committee:  The Hospitality Committee delivered 

their 41st "Welcome Basket" to Dr. Ronald Graham and his 

wife Charlotte on Friday, March 11th, 2016.  Please take time 

to stop at the Hospitality Board next to the monitor in the 

Shea Hall and read all about them. 

"Welcome to the St. Francis family, Ron and "Charlie"! 

Elizabeth Anderson, Coordinator 
 

Hospitality Meeting is scheduled for Tues. April 19th @ 6:00 
pm in the Parish Center. Mark you calendars & all are 
welcome. Martha Frink 984-4873, Chairperson 
 
 

FRONT LINE TRAINING OFFERED BY SAINT 
VINCENT DE PAUL AND COMPASSION 
COALITION 
  
In conjunction with the Holy Year of Mercy, the Saint Vincent 
de Paul Society Conference at Saint John Neumann Church 
is inviting you to answer the call of Pope Francis to be the 
face and hands of Christ to those in need in our community. 
Please come to a presentation on FRONT LINE TRAINING 
by Gina Whitmore, the Director of Compassion Coalition on 
Saturday, April 9th from 10 am to 12 Noon in the SJN School 
Library. So we may prepare as needed, please contact 
SVDP President Fran Thie at 865-966-
4041  orfmthie21@gmail.com by April 6 to let us know you 
wish to attend. 
This presentation is for church staff, volunteers, those 
considering becoming more involved, and those who 
respond to calls or walk-in visits from people in need in our 
community. The workshop covers topics such as 
Verification, 10 Best Practices, When ‘No’ is Appropriate, 
and Developing a Process to Help and Not Enable. 
Compassion Coalition is an organization which seeks to help 
those in need and also gives guidance to individuals and 
groups to enable effective interaction with and assistance to 
those in need. They offer options to people in need through 
workshops and referrals to a network of over 130 churches 
and organizations in the Knoxville area. 
 

SAVE THE DATES for Summer Camps in our Diocese! 
Catholic Youth Camp – CYC for the whole Diocese 

for a more amazing faith experience for your teens! 
Who: All incoming 9th-12th graders 

Dates: June 13-17 
Where: Horns Creek Retreat Center, Oocee, TN 

Cost: $269  
Includes: housing, all meals, snacks, water park, high and low 

ropes, 
adventure race, t-shirt and much more….  

Theme: “It’s Lit, Shine like the Son!” 
God Camps---REACH (incoming 7TH and 8TH graders) --- Theme: 

“Be the Super Hero you are!” 
Dates: June 20th – 23rd   

Where: Harrison Bay State Park 
Cost: $125 includes housing, all meals, snacks, t-shirt, swimming,  

bonfire with smores, dance, guest speakers and much more 
---DISCOVER (incoming 5th and 6th graders) --- 

Theme: “Discover the Youer than You!” 
Dr. Suess 

Dates: June 23rd – 25th  
Where: Harrison Bay State Park 

Cost: $100 includes housing, all meals, snacks, swimming, 
bonfire with smores, guest speakers and much more 

For more information and forms contact: Donna Jones 423-267-
9878 

djones6029@gmail.com, Youth Minister or by going to 
dioknox.org on the Youth Ministry page 

 

Jubilee of Divine Mercy at St. Mary’s Church 
We want invite you to attend a Jubilee of Divine Mercy at St. 
Mary’s Church in Johnson City on April 1-2.  This pilgrimage during 
the Easter Season on Divine Mercy Weekend is designed to bring 
Catholic Christians closer to Christ in heart, mind and soul.  It is 
our parish desire that entire families and all generations come 
together and learn about Christ's love for us.  Renowned speaker, 
Jesse Romero, from On Fire Evangelization Ministries, will present 
this parish mission.  This event coincides with the monthly jubilee 
Pope Francis suggested churches around the world observe on 
April 1-3.  Since St. Mary’s is one of the designated parishes in the 
Diocese of Knoxville with a Holy Door of Mercy, visitors could 
benefit twice by attending the mission and fulfilling the 
requirements for a Jubilee pilgrimage.  There will be talks in both 
English and Spanish.  The conference is open to everyone, youth 
and adults, and the cost is a suggested donation of $10 per 
person.  Baby-sitting will be offered for children 5 and under.  The 
speaker will also have items for sale, such as books, CDs, etc. 
during the conference.  Lunch will be a potluck meal at the end of 
the Saturday morning session.  Please call the St. Mary’s church 
office at 423-282-6367 to register. 
 

 

RCIA:   Are you or someone you know interested in inquiring 

about the Catholic faith?  For more information, contact Joyce 

Welsh at 865-382-4706. 

  

Birthdays and Anniversaries:  
Please submit  announcements in advance to Emmanuel 
Nwadike via nwadike@pawa.com  
Bulletin Deadline:  Submissions are made to Emmanuel Nwadike via 
nwadike@pawa.com by Tuesday at noon.  Submissions should be 
brief, pre-edited, employ only standard capitalization and 
punctuation, and should not contain any emboldened or underlined 
words or phrases.  All submissions are subject to further editing for 
length and clarity.   

 

Last Week’s Mass Participation: 154 in attendance with 

donations of $ 1320.00 to the parish general fund 

Collection: Good Friday, March 25, 2016, for Pontifical    

                    Collection for the Holy Land 

Collection: Easter Sunday, March 27, 2016, for    

                    Diocesan Seminarian Education 

Collection Counters:  
3/14/16, Ilene Rainwater and Colleen Bruno 

3/21/16,  Sharon McKune and Brian Aylward    

3/28/16,  Linda Sanchez and Kathy Davis 

SFA Parishioner’s Directory:   If you have any changes 
in your contact information (phone number, address, 
email address, etc.), please let Linda Sanchez know via 
assisi1@comcast.net or 865-977-0999. Thank you 
   

 

Before working with minors, all parish staff and volunteers must 

attend a “Protecting God’s Children” seminar, undergo a criminal 

background check and agree to follow all policies concerning the 

protection of minors from sexual abuse.  Anyone who has actual 

knowledge of or who has reasonable cause to suspect an incident of 

sexual abuse should report such information to the   appropriate civil 

authorities first, then to the bishop’s office, (865) 584-3307, or the 

diocesan victims’ assistance coordinator, Marla Lenihan, (865) 482- 

1388. 
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN DEANERY  
Lenten Penance Service 

SACRED HEART CATHEDRAL all-day 
confessions on Good Friday - (9 a.m. – 6 p.m.) 

================================= 
Jesus Washed Their Feet 
 

          In 1955, Pope Pius XII inserted an optional washing of 
the feet rite into the Mass of Holy Thursday, the liturgy which 
commemorates the events of the night before Jesus died. 
This foot-washing rite is called the Mandatum (from the Latin 
for “the Mandate”) for Jesus said, “as I have done for you, 
you should also do.” 
          Though the rubrics (that is, the rules for the liturgy) 
required no specific number of persons to have their feet 
washed in this optional rite, they indicated that the 
participants were to be men. This year, this rite which recalls 
Christ’s humble gesture of service and charity has been 
revised by a decree promulgated by Pope Francis. Where 
this rite is celebrated, pastors are to “select a small group of 
the faithful to represent the variety and the unity of each part 
of the people of God. Such small groups can be made up of 
men and women, and it is appropriate that they consist of 
people young and old, healthy and sick, clerics, consecrated 
men and women and laity.” 
          In past years, it has often been difficult to find people to 
humbly “bear their soles” on Holy Thursday but perhaps it 
may be a little easier this year. If you would volunteer to take 
a seat in this year’s washing of the feet, please contact 
Father Jerry or Cam King so that we may create a 
representative group of our faithful. 

Fr. Jerry Daniels 

 

Bishops Appeal 2016 
 

“In the Name of Jesus, we commit ourselves to 

be good stewards of the gifts entrusted to 

us, to share our time, talents and resources 

as an outward sign of the treasure we hold in 

Christ.”          

ST.  FRANCIS 2016 PARISH GOAL-$9,300.00 

 

 

Fr. Jerry’s Tidbits 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccdds/documents/rc_con_ccdds_doc_20160106_decreto-lavanda-piedi_en.html
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