JuLy 13, 2025
15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

ST. FRANCIS OF AssisI CATHOLIC CHURCH
7717 RIVER ROAD - TOWNSEND, TN 37882
865 — 448 —6070
WEBSITE: STFRANCISTOWNSEND.ORG
E-MAIL: STFRANCISTOWNSEND77 17@GMAIL.COM

MASS & CONFESSION SCHEDULE

HoLy Mass: gﬁ;udrg;y gggim (Vigil Mass) The Rosary is prayed 35 minutes before each Weekend Mass

DALLY MAss: MON, TU, TH & FRI: 8:30AM (NO MASS ON WEDNESDAYS) Check bulletin/website for changes

CONFESSION: Saturday before Mass:  3:00 - 3:40 PM (Church confessional)
Sunday Before Mass:  8:15 - 8:40 AM (Church confessional)
Confessions may also be scheduled by calling the parish office for an appointment.

HoLy DAYs: Check bulletin or website

PARISH MINISTRY TEAM

PASTOR........ccoeirrerreeeas Rev. Antonio Giraldo GARDENS & GROUNDS.......... llene Rainwater
DEACON........cooeirrrrcceenas Deacon Jim Schmall FACILITIES .......ccoooeveieirrne. David Girard
OFFICE MANAGERS................. Katrina Allocco & SocIAL MEDIA/WEBSITE ....... JoAnne Romer-Aylward

Lesa Schmall PASTORAL CARE................... Suzie Fay
BOOKKEEPER............ccovveiennne. Kathleen Halligan ST. CLARE GIFT SHOP.......... Camilla Sorrell
LITURGY/Music DIRECTOR......JoAnne Romer-Aylward COLUMBARIUM.............cconnene. Bob Eberhardt
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS ED. ........... Julie Dew WELCOMING, EVENTS &........ All Parishioners
RCIAIOCIA...........coooien. Dc. Jim Schmall SocIALS TEAM (WEST)
ART & ENVIRONMENT............... Michele Girard

PARISH ASSOCIATIONS

CouNciL oF CATHoLIC WOMEN: llene Rainwater ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY: Debbie Eberhardt

NEW PARISHIONERS:  Please contact the pastor or ask an usher for a registration form, and then place the complet-
ed form in the offertory basket or mail it to the church office. For more information call 865-

448-6070.
PARISHIONERS: Please report any change of contact information to the parish office via e-mail, mail or phone.
BAPTISM: Parents are required to attend the Baptismal Prep Class. Your family must be registered in the
parish.
MARRIAGE: Contact the office a minimum of six months prior to the wedding for planning and preparation.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Anyone entering the hospital or in serious ill health is encouraged to be anointed.
BULLETIN DEADLINE:  Please email Microsoft Word articles to sfabulletin7717@gmail.com with the subject of
“Bulletin Announcement” by Tuesday 12:00PM. All submissions are subject to further editing.

> > o — e

How can St. Francis of Assisi be of assistance/service to you & your loved ones?
Please contact Suzie Fay with our Pastoral Care Ministry at 423-829-5466 or the Parish office at 865-448-6070.




MASS INTENTIONS: (Mass cards are available upon request at the office.)

Mon 7/14 8:30AM Ralph Peychal *

Tue 715 8:30AM Celerino Mondragon Ortiz *
Wed 7/16 NO MORNING MASS

Thu 7M7 830AM Dang Thi (tee) Sinh (see) ™
Fri 718 8:30 AM Rachel Mularski

Sat 719 4.00PM Martha Giraldo *

Sun 720 9:00 AM  Tranquilino Martin M.

To schedule a Mass intention,
please contact the Parish
Office via phone or email or in
person during office hours.
Please specify whether the
Mass Intention is for a living
or deceased loved one. The
usual requested donation for
a Mass intention is $10.00 in
the Diocese of Knoxville.

PRAYER REQUESTS: (Homebound, sick or recovering parishioners, friends and relatives):

Pat Sanders, Doreen Mancuso, Naomi Nwadike, David Holmes, Amy Frink, Claire Cheadle,
Elise Martin, Paul Fain, Joyce Fain, Charles Tippitt, Emmanuel Nwadike, Julie Schirack, Laken
DuRussel, Marcus Bolte, Louann Felske, Stephanie Romer, John & Maria Bermudes, Michael
Slater, Rocky Brach, Dennis Richards, Jeff Herzog, Marion McCaughey, Sue Wood, Sue Corsi-
ni, Adela Mauer, Bill Irby, Teresa Williams, Jeffrey Garrison, Ann Day, Layla Sexton, Ed Welsh,
Thomas Fay, Sofia Graziano, Dale DuRussel

SANCTUARY FLOWERS:

The Sanctuary Flowers are in memory
of Helen and Robert Gibson, given by
Suzie and Thomas Fay. If you would like
to donate to the altar flowers fund in memory
of or in honor of someone, contact the Parish Office
via phone or email. The cost is $40.00 for 1 week.
Thank You!

SANCTUARY CANDLE:

If you would like to donate to the sanctuary .
candle fund in memory of or in honor of some-

one, please contact the Parish Office via phone -
or email. The cost is $15 for 1 week. o

INSPIRATIONAL QUOTES
i To PROMOTE DEVOTION
e To JESUS IN THE EUCHARIST
St. Teresa of Kolkata
(Mother Teresa)
AR 1910 - 1997
T
’Ps‘v‘tgv “In an ever-changing world,
the Holy Eucharist
is a constant reminder
of the great reality
of God’s changeless love.”

ST. CLARE GIFT SHOP

Open after weekend Masses and by
request/appointment after daily Mass

AcTIVITIES THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Mon 7/14 9:00 AM  Church & Hall Cleaning
Tue 715

Wed 7/16

Thu 717 Noon WEST Mtg. Shea Hall
Fri 7118

Sat 719 4.00PM Vigil Mass

Sun 7/20 9:00AM Sunday Mass




WHO Is My NEIGHBOR?

The Book of Deuteronomy is a series of sermons addressed to the people of Israel by Moses
right before they were to enter the Promised Land. Moses knew he would die before the peo-
ple could enter their Promised Land, so he is in a way giving them some last words of wis-
dom before he would have to leave them.

PASTOR’S Today’s first reading begins with an incomplete sentence: “If only you would heed the word of

NOTES the Lord” The sentence implies that God would bless them greatly “if only they would heed
the voice of the Lord” The passage goes on to stress that people do not have to guess what
God wants from them. It's not a hidden mystery. This concept connects with today’s gospel - the story of the
good Samaritan. When the scholar of the Law asked Jesus what God wants from us, Jesus’s reply to the man
shows that the man already knew the answer to his question. Almost instinctively we all know what God wants of
us. Knowing is not the problem. Living it is.

The answer the Lawyer gives to his own question is an answer we all know — to love God with our whole being
and to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. Loving our neighbor is not a Jewish Law; it is what all religions
believe in. Itis called the golden rule: “do unto others as you would have them do to you.”

In the time of Jesus, love of neighbor applied only to fellow Israelites. Eventually this law was extended also to
foreigners living in Israel but not to others. Jesus extended the law even to loving one’s enemies. Indeed, this
story of the Good Samaritan illustrates this. To the Jewish mind no Samaritan was good. There was hostility be-
tween the Jews and the Samaritans that went back hundreds of years.

The law is meant to create an environment that fosters love, creativity, and love of God and neighbor. The law is
meant to set us free, not confine us. It is through the law that we come to have life fully in God. It is through the
law that our eyes are opened to the marginalized, the suffering, the neglected and our hearts become open to
welcome them in.

So, when the scholar asks the question “and who is my neighbor?” it is not meant to be a restricted group of peo-
ple who live next to us that we should love as ourselves; the law should
open our hearts and our love for all God’s people, each of whom is created
in his image. Mercy is the result of the law. Love of God and adherence to
the law should not cause us to judge others or be condescending toward
others or even to be hostile to those who do not follow the law. Rather we
see that the love leads to mercy.

We are called to be merciful all the time and to everyone, even when it does
not fit into our schedule. With this, today’s gospel is not meant to be restric-
tive and exclusionary but liberating and inclusive, and following the law is
meant to open our hearts so that we can act with love and mercy to our
neighbors. It can show even to our enemies the presence and compassion
of our all-loving Father.

Anyone who has discovered Christ must lead others to him.
A great joy cannot be kept to oneself. It has to be passed on.

ai.fy;?r
CATHOLIC
WISDOM

—Pope Benedict XVI
from the book, Heart of the Christian Life




SATESM THE SACRAMENT OF EUCHARIST (PART 2)

The heart of the sacrament of Eucharist is the Mass. There are times though where it is not
possible to get to Mass or to have a Mass said. For those that are sick or homebound, they
are unable to get to Mass. There are also times when a priest is not available to say Mass.
The Church emphasizes that in these circumstances, it is important for people to still re-
ceive the Precious Body of Christ.

Because consecrated hosts must be handled appropriately and reverently, the Church defines who may distrib-
ute the Precious Body. You may be aware that the Church does not allow ordinary people to distribute the Pre-
cious Body, but the primary people that distribute Holy Communion are the “Ordinary” ministers of the Church.

Priests and deacons are the Ordinary ministers of the Holy Communion by virtue of their ordination.

To assist priests and deacons, the Church commissions Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMOHC).
These people are trained on how to distribute both the Precious Body and Blood of Christ and then receive a
blessing to help with Holy Communion. An EMOHC can help with Holy Communion during Mass or take Holy
Communion to the sick or homebound.

To take Holy Communion to the sick or homebound, the priest, deacon, or EMOHC places the consecrated host
in a pyx, a small round vessel which locks close to safeguard the consecrated host. The pyx is to be placed in-
side a burse, a small pouch to carry a pyx reverently. The burse is supposed to allow the pyx to be carried near
the heart. The Precious Blood cannot be taken to the sick or homebound, only the Precious Body. The pyx
should be cleaned with holy water to ensure any leftover pieces of the Precious Body are either consumed or
poured directly to the ground.

When a priest is unavailable to say a Mass, a parish may have a Communion Service in place of the Mass. Our
parish offers Communion Services when Fr. Antonio is out of town. A Communion Service should be led by an
ordained deacon but when no deacon is available either, it may be led by a layperson the pastor appoints. A
Communion Service eliminates the parts of a Mass reserved for a priest, specifically the consecration of the
bread and wine. A Communion Service incorporates hosts previously consecrated by a priest.

The sacrament of Eucharist adds grace whenever it is received so it is understandable why people
may want to receive Holy Communion multiple times in a day. While the Church considers it important
for everyone to receive Holy Communion whenever they can, the Church limits a person to receiving
Holy Communion twice in one day. This limit was put into place because some people started to try to
collect grace through Holy Communion like collecting tokens in a video game. The Church views this
practice as abusing the sacrament so they put the limit in place. Priests are given dispensation from
the limit when they are having to say more than two Masses in a day.

BY: David Quinn

Eucharist

“WHEN YOU WALK INTO MASS NEXT SUNDAY,
SIMPLY ASK GOD IN THE QUIET OF YOUR HEART,
GOD, SHOW ME ONE WAY IN THIS MASS THAT
| CAN BECOME A-BETTER-VERSION-OF-MYSELF THIS WEEK!
THEN LISTEN.”

The SEVEN PILLARS of
CATHOLIC SPIRITUALITY
TIMELESS HABITS THAT TRANSFORM LIVES
MATTHEW KELLY




THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

In today’s Gospel, when Jesus asks “which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the
robbers’ victim?” the scholar of the law answered, “the one who treated him with mercy.” Jesus
then said, “Go and do likewise.” This week you can also “treat the poor with mercy” by putting a
gift in the St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box.

Have you considered answering the call to serve the poor by joining the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul? Contact Debbie Eberhardt at 865-312-0141 for more information.

SVDP typically meets the 1stand 31 SVDP JuLy “ProDUCT OF THE MONTH”
Wednesdays of the month at 5:00 PM
in the PRC. However, we are going into a
‘summertime” meeting mode and our up-
coming meetings for the summertime are:

August 6th, and August 20th.

PROGRESS?

HOMESTYLE CHICKEN
-

Thank You for your continued support of SVDP!

HELP FiLL OUR SVDP PANTRY

Are you a BJ's Member? If so, would you like to help fill our SVdP pantry too? Below is a list of
products we use from BJ’s (but of course we will take any non-perishable item!). These are
Wholesale club  Some of the items we have identified as being a good value:

Canned Chicken Paper Towels ~ Bath Tissues Toothbrushes Ramen Noodle Soup
Macaroni & Cheese Saltine Crackers Canned Tuna Toothpaste Chips (individual size)
Peanut Butter Crackers Bar Soap Kleenex Microwave Popcorn Canned Vienna Sausages

Purchased items can be placed in the St. Vincent de Paul food basket located in Shea Hall. We appreciate all
you do to help us help those in need — Thank You!

FISHES AND LOAVES

The congregation of Camp Ground United Methodist Church, a local Townsend
church right down on 321, was very interested in our St. Vincent de Paul ministry
and how we serve so many of our local Neighbors in Need. Their Church’s Pas-
tor, Janice Keebler, visited our Food Pantry, was informed of our outreach, and

B was impressed on how we accomplish feeding so many!

~ Pastor Keebler took the learned information back to the Congregation and they
voted to send their "Easter Funds" to the St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry! A true testament of how Christians,
regardless of their religion, live the life of St. Vincent de Paul and help those less fortunate.
Please remember Pastor Keebler and their congregation in your prayers, for their generosity and assistance in
keeping St. Vincent de Paul’s spirit alive in our Beautiful Little Church on the River. Thank You!




THANK YOU, PARISHIONERS OF ST. FRANCIS!

A very heartfelt THANK YOU from One Heart Colombia Mission for the generous response to supporting our
food bag program. Your donations helped supply almost 70, YES! 70 bags of the 250 we were able to provide
this year. This was a significant help to be able to distribute much needed help to so many families of Marsella.
Each bag contains enough food to help feed a family of four for about 10 days. In addition to the food bag, we
were also able to include a 5 pound bag of potatoes, 5 bags of milk, a large package of crackers, a bag of laun-
dry products, AND 3 dozen eggs!! All together almost 50 pounds - that somehow they managed to carry to their
homes!

150 of these bags are given to the children attending the 3-day Vacation Bible School. The theme this year was
HOPE, highlighting the Bible readings of Noah’s Ark, The Ten Commandments, and the Transfiguration. (FY!:
we filled 8 suitcases with supplies for VBS activities). The last day ended with a lunch of rice and shredded
pork, with many of the children eating very little or none so they could take it home to their family.

35 bags are reserved for the “Sponsor” children. The Sponsor program is supported by individuals who contrib-
ute a monthly stipend to help support additional or unexpected expenses that might occur. These children must
attend Mass regularly, maintain good grades, and attend monthly meetings.

The remaining bags go to the elderly, families with little income, and the nursing home.

Besides the food and VBS, we also spend time visiting homes. We pray with them and try to bring a little love
and kindness into their lives. We leave rosaries, medals, crucifixes, and other religious items with them to let
them know we care and will pray for them. Many of us cannot actually experience the Mission, but by supporting
or praying for its continued success the people of Marsella will be greatly blessed.

Thank You Again, for your generous support and prayers!
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WE WALKED WITH JESUS. Now WE RUN.
A REFLECTION ON THE PILGRIMAGE
AND THANKSGIVING FOR THE MOVEMENT THAT CONTINUES

For five unforgettable weeks, pilgrims on the St. Katharine Drexel Route carried Jesus in the
Eucharist across ten states and twenty-four (arch)dioceses and (arch)eparchies. Through

. .+ heat, tears, music, and mystery, the ordinary became extraordinary. Streets became sanctu-
Eucharistic yies. strangers became family. Our Precious Lord was adored.

Pilgrimage

NATIONAL

This pilgrimage wasn’t about reaching a destination, it was about an encounter. Transfor-
mation. Revival. We saw revival unfold in real time.

A FIRE THAT’S SPREADING

From Indiana to lllinois, lowa to Oklahoma, Texas to California, we witnessed revival not as a concept, but a living
reality. People gathered because they were hungry for the Eucharist. They used the word revival not to describe
an initiative, but to articulate a longing that had caught fire in their hearts. This wasn't a program. It was personal.
And it was contagious.

MOMENTS OF EUCHARISTIC AMAZEMENT

Catholic faithful, young and old knelt to adore the Lord in local parishes, football stadiums, missions and along the
side of the road while a caravan of pilgrims drove past. Priests offered walking confessions during numerous Eu-
charistic Processions and choirs helped worship to overflow during Masses. Perpetual Pilgrims visited shrines of
Blessed Stanley Rother, Archbishop Fulton Sheen, and Venerable Emil Kapaun. The Perpetual Pilgrim team also
had the honor of visiting multiple sites with direct ties to St. Katharine Drexel in Missouri, Oklahoma and Arizona,
including Navajo Nation in the Diocese of Gallup.

In Peoria, Jesus in the Monstrance was lifted into the skies in a helicopter blessing, then sailed across the Missis-
sippi like a scene straight out of the lives of the apostles. Pilgrims served meals to the homeless in several cities,
including the streets of Los Angeles, and brought Jesus to inmates in prison in Texas. They also visited the sick
and elderly in hospice care. Pilgrims embraced the charisms of service and love of St. Katharine and discovered
Christ in the faces of those they encountered. It felt as if the Gospels were coming to life. And in many ways, they
were.

As I recall the events of today, | am convicted by the faith of others that I've witnessed. May
we all have that same bold faith that leads us to go the distance for the sake of Love, wheth-
er that’s hundreds of miles, or simply an arm’s stretch away.”

Ace Acunia, Perpetual Pilgrim, 2025 Drexel Route

You can relive other powerful moments in the daily blog kept by our pilgrims at the sponsor
of the pilgrimage: OSVNews.com

THE REVIVAL WALKS THROUGH SUFFERING, TOO

Not every stop was joyful. There was prayer in communities ravaged by wildfires and several stops along the way
faced anti-Catholic protests. And in Los Angeles, due to safety concerns amid unrest, the closing citywide proces-
sion had to be changed. But the pilgrimage did not end in defeat. In a private moment during the conclusion of
Corpus Christi events, Jesus was still carried into the streets of L.A., and Archbishop Joseph Gomez offered a
blessing over the city - a powerful act of hope and healing in a wounded world.

This revival doesn’t avoid suffering. It passes through it, transfigured by grace.



THis Is NOT THE END. IT NEVER WAS.

Corpus Christi Sunday doesn't close the book on the National Eucharistic Revival. It simply marks the turning of a
page. We are frequently asked, “What comes next?” Our answer is simple: We walked with Jesus. Now we run.
The Church needs witnesses on fire. And we need you.

If you've been moved by this pilgrimage, by the faces, the stories, the sheer faith of it all, don't let it stay in a docu-
ment somewhere or on the screen and let it end there. Let it live in you. We are building a movement of Eucharistic
Missionaries: everyday Catholics, just like you, who carry the fire of revival into their own parishes and communities.

Your personal love for Jesus in the Eucharist was never meant to stay private. It's meant to light up your home, your
parish, your community.

We're inviting you to become a Eucharistic Missionary: someone who carries the fire of revival home. You don't
have to walk 3,000 miles. But you can invite someone to Mass. You can lead a Holy Hour. Lead a small group. You
can tell your own story of how Jesus in the Eucharist changed your life. Say “YES” to the Spirit moving in your life.

It's simple. It's free. And it starts with your yes. Hope Has a Name. And We Carried Him. Across deserts and moun-
tains, highways and small-town streets, we carried the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus. Now, He walks with you. Let's
carry Him forward together.
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| CONCORD YACHT CLUB

11600 South Northshore Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37922
concordyachtclub.org

Nashville, TN
retrouvaille weekend: .
. Alifeline for married couples —

)

SUNDAY\AUGUST 3 2025__

Thank you St. Francis of Assisi Parishioners!

We now have 27 households participating in the
Kroger Community Rewards Program! During the
months of March, April, and May those households
have earned the church

$58.45

If you are not yet participating in this wonderful pro-
gram, please visit Kroger’s website and get started!

You shop. Our church gets “free” money!

Direct your browser to https://www.kroger.com/i/
community/community-rewards (Our NPO number
is XP941).

WELCOMING
EVENTS &
SOCIAL
TEAM MEETING

Thursday, July 17, 2025
NOON in Shea Hall

If you are a member of this parish, you are automati-
cally a member of this team! @

Please come and join in the Fall and Winter planning
activities for our parish!
A light lunch will be served.




LITURGICAL MINISTRIES QUARTERLY SIGN-UPS
FOR AUGUST, SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER

It is time for Liturgical Ministries signup! The signup sheets are on the counter in Shea
Hall. Please take a few minutes after Mass this weekend and next to sign up for your
ministry/ministries. If you would like more information about our Liturgical Ministries,
B please check out our website, the bulletin board in Shea Hall or contact one of our minis-
try heads:

Lectors Martha Frink 865-556-4684 marthafrink00@gmail.com
EMHC* Karen Messenger  225-572-9400 komessenger@gmail.com
Ushers Paul Czerniewski ~ 847-877-7347 paul.czerniewski@gmail.com

Sacristans Kathy Meyerkord ~ 630-698-5563 kmmeyerkord@gmail.com
Altar Servers  Dan Meyerkord 708-846-4144 dkam27@sbcglobal.net

* Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

LECTOR & COMMENTATOR TRAINING/WORKSHOP
SATURDAY, JULY 19TH - 10:00 AM

If you are currently a Lector or Commentator for our beautiful little church, or would like to be one,
please mark your calendars for a very important training session/workshop on Saturday, July 19 at
10:00 AM in the Church.

Martha Frink and Deacon Jim will lead this interactive training session on how to not merely
READ the readings, but how to PROCLAIM Scripture! All of the other intricacies that go along with this ministry
will be discussed as well.

This training session is for both Proclaimers of the Word and for those who read the Commentaries at the be-
ginning of the Liturgy of the Word. It is also for “seasoned Lectors” and new Lectors alike - there will be some-
thing for everyone at this training session! Please mark your calendars and plan on attending! For more infor-
mation and/or questions please contact Martha (865-556-4684) or Dc. Jim (901-493-2123).

A VERY SPECIAL DAY WITH THE BISHOP

You are invited to join Bishop Mark Beckman for a faith-filled day of fun for special needs
individuals and their families! "A Very Special Day with the Bishop" will be held on Satur-
day, August 2 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm at St. John Neumann, 633 St. John Court in Far-
ragut. Following Mass, there will be activities, skits, and lunch! Please register by July 26 if
you plan to attend: https://tinyurl.com/36wxf2d3 If you have questions, please contact
Julie Radachy (knoxcvjulie@gmail.com).




DETAILS
7/19/2025 Lector & Commentator Online: N/A
Training/Workshop (RESCHEDULED) |E-mail: stfrancistownsend7717@gmail.com
10:00 AM In the Church Phone: 865-448-6070
8/2/2025 “A Very Special Day with the Bishop” | Online: https://tinyurl.com/36wxf2d3
St. John Neumann, Farragut (Knoxville) |E-mail: knoxcvjulie@gmail.com
Phone: 865-862-5753
8/3/2025 Parish Picnic at Online: N/A
Concord Yacht Club E-mail: stfrancistownsend7717@gmail.com
Sunday 2:30PM - 7:30PM Phone: 865-448-6070
8/29-31/2025 |Retrouvaille Weekend Online: https://retrouvaille.org

Nashville, TN

: 3043@helpourmarriage.org
: 931-820-2115

9/20-10/9/2025

11-Day Jubilee Pilgrimage to the

. Scan QR code on poster in Shea Hall

Shrines of Italy with Fr. Bill McNeeley | E-mail: ascensiontourstravel@gmail.com
Phone: 800-351-9893
9/21/2025 Liturgical Ministry Commissioning Online: N/A
at the Sunday 9:00 AM Mass E-mail: komessenger@gmail.com
Phone
12/14/2025 Parish Christmas Party Online: N/A
Tremont Lodge - Townsend, TN E-Mail: stfrancistownsend7717@gmail.com

1chanting eve

¢ Cl

build the

. 865-448-6070




